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her life because she was subject to epileptic fits, which
constantly lost her her situations. She had taken at different
times phosphorus and caustic potash, and finally she resorted
to swallowing pins. The last attempt consisted in swallowing
two open safety-pins and five hairpins. Soon afterwards she

complained of intense gastric pain with general debility.
Her story was doubted, as x ray examination and prolonged
careful search of the fasces showed no trace of a foreign
body in her alimentary canal. Her mental condition
necessitated her detention in the insane ward. Here she

developed symptoms of septicaemia and an empyema of the
right side was found. An operation was performed (re-
rection of the rib and evacuation of the pus) but the patient
gradually sank and died. The necropsy showed the follow-

ing conditions. There were multiple abscesses of the brain,
both lungs, and the spleen, in addition to a subphrenic
abscess and a pleural empyema which communicated with
each other by a hole in the diaphragm of the size
of a half-a-crown piece. The point of a pin was felt in
the left lobe of the liver, where it was bound down by
firm adhesions to the stomach. This organ was then

opened and its mucous membrane was found covered with
small old haemorrhages. Next to the pylorus the blunt end
of a pin was visible. Its point was the object felt through
the liver. The pin was about four inches long, similar to a
hat-pin. In the lowest portion of the descending colon was
an accumulation of scybala, and in them were found
numerous similar pins and needles, together with a few

hairpins. The entire ileum, jejunum, and part of the colon
showed numerous small hsemorrhages, and in the csecum
several small abscesses of the intestinal walls were found.
There were many adhesions between the intestines and the
abdominal walls, generally at the site of perforations of the
gut. The pins had all travelled down the alimentary canal
except one which had become lodged in the stomach and
liver. Two and a half years had elapsed since the first

attempt to swallow needles, and it is very likely that
none had left the body per vias naturales.
The Operation for Cancer of the Penis fr01n a Modern Vie,7v.
Docent Dr. F&ouml;derl at a recent meeting of the Gesellschaft

der Aerzte showed a patient who had suffered from an
ulcerated tumour of the penis a year and a half ago. He
also showed the parts which were then removed from him.
Dr. F&ouml;derl operated on the same principles as are followed in
the operation for cancer of the mamma-namely, complete
removal of the cancer and of the glands, if possible with the
fat. He began by making a horizontal incision above the
symphysis pubis, curving it both ways so that all the

inguinal glands on both sides were easily extirpated. When
the middle line was reached the incision was carried down to
the penis, and then an oval incision around the penis was
made. The urethra was isolated so that it could be implanted
into the perineum, the corpora cavernosa were secured
between ligatures and the root of the penis was then
divided, whilst the dorsal lymph vessels, the glans, the
cavernous bodies and the penis minus the urethra
were removed en bloc. The experience of surgeons shows
that even if the carcinoma has been situated at the glans
itself a deep amputation of the penis is soon followed by a
recurrence, or rather by what ought to be termed local meta-
stasis in the scar, due to a lymphatic carcinomatous infection
of the dorsal lymph vessels, which occurs very quickly.
Malignant tumours of the penis must be dealt with in the
same way as cancer in any other organ. The result of the

operation was very good (freedom from recurrence for a year
and a half at present). The patient has fair control over his
urethra, which was implanted near the anus.
Vienna. June 27th.

NOTES FROM INDIA.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Scientific Research in Indta.
THINGS are happily very much changed since the time

when Ronald Ross uttered his exceedingly bitter cry as to the
scientific medical research in India. Then a medical man
in any of the public services who showed a bent towards
original investigation was regarded suspiciously as a crank.
Such things must always be ; the genius must be ahead
of his times or where would genius find its opening ? 1

The main body of thought follows the pioneer but

slowly ; and yet it may be said that if the Imperial mills
work slowly they certainly grind small. The inertia of a
machine-like Government is enormous and it takes time to
set it in motion; once in action, however, the results are
usually thorough. A satisfactory proof of this is afforded
by the report of the Advisory Committee for the Tropical
Diseases Research Fund for 1907. The committee was
formed in 1904 and consists of members whose names are the
best guarantee for efficiency and enlightenment. The death
of Sir M. Foster made a serious breach in its ranks, but his
place has been filled worthily by Dr. J. Rose Bradford. The
funds at the disposal of the committee for the year under
report amounted to .E3075. The functions of the committee
are to administer such funds to the best advantage and
to collect and publish the reports of the various research
laboratories. The committee further advises Government
on questions of tropical hygiene and keeps in touch with the
various workers, and while in no wise hampering originality
suggests lines of activity and affords assistance and advice.
The present report embodies a very large and important mass’
of original work. The campaign against tropical diseases
has been fairly opened all along the line. Every parasitic
enemy of the human race now finds a group of specialists
opposed to it. New titles are bestowed on the leaders. We

read, for instance, of a professor of helminthology, of a

protozoologist, and of an arthropodologist, who, by the way,
is Lieutenant-Colonel A. W. Alcock, I. M.S., so well known
as a naturalist in India. Naturally the committee complains.
that the funds are insufficient for all it would like to do.
Nevertheless the beginning is very good and the rest will
come. Reports are to hand from every corner of the world
-British Guiana, Ceylon, the Malay States, Africa, the
West Indies, the Straits Settlements-all send their quota,
and the success already obtained is real and important.

Sanitary Reform in Bengal.
The committee of the Calcutta Trades Association has

addressed the Secretary to the Government of Bengal,
Municipal Department, in terms of approval of the proposed
improvement of the sanitary services in India. The com-
mittee of the association observed that the sanitary boards.
which it is proposed to establish are in addition to certain
officials to include in their number one or two non-officials,
who are to be natives of India. The committee considers
that while it is desirable to have the non-official com-

munity represented on these boards it would be a

grave mistake in the case of many towns and cities to-
exclude European non-officials. In regard to the staff
of medical officers of health in this country the committee
is in entire accord with the suggestion that its hands
should be strengthened. The committee of the association
also supports the suggestion that a special European officer of
health should be allotted to every town with a population of
100,000 and that for every additional 100,000 inhabitants
there should be an additional European assistant health
officer.

Ohole1’a and the Mohmand Field Force.

Owing to the outbreak of cholera among the troops
several changes in regiments forming the first three brigades
had to be made almost at the eleventh hour. The
Northumberland Fusiliers, originally in the lst Brigade,
have not been able to take their place in their brigade. A
few cases of cholera occurred among them, but the latest,
reports fortunately show that they are now free from cases.
The Guides Infantry, who returned from Landi Kotal with
cholera, have also been prevented from going. Their place
was to have been taken by the 4th Gurkhas, but the latter
regiment, which was railed to Peshawar from Abbottabad,
arrived with three cases of cholera and shortly after-
developed two more. Their place was accordingly
taken by the 19th Punjabis from the 4th Brigade.
The most serious outbreak has, however, occurred
among the Munster Fusiliers, as I mentioned in my last
letter. It has prevented that gallant regiment from taking
any part in the expedition. Fortunately the mortality
has been unusually low, and it is now hoped that the
worst is over. The West Yorkshire Regiment, which arrived
from Nowshara almost at the same time as the 4th Gurkhas,
marched out at once to Shabkadr. Several of the units;

infected with cholera are in camp near Haraina, about ten
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miles from Peshawar, along the Shabkadr Road, the re-

mainder being in the vicinity of Shabkadr and Mutti Moghal
Khel. As far as Peshawar city is concerned there are now
few cases of cholera occurring, and every precaution is being
taken both in the city and the cantonment to prevent any
spread of the disease.

Cholera and Plague in Calcutta.
Calcutta was spared a cholera epidemic during the late

Ardhodaya Jog festival, thanks to the precautions of its

sanitary services, but the disease made its appearance some
time later and is now raging in the city, but is confined

chiefly to its northern half. The outbreak, according to the
municipal health authorities, is not so intense in its severity
as that of January, 1907, but seems to be part of an epidemic
extending over a large part of Bengal. It is probably asso-
ciated with the lowness of the water in the Hooghly, which
is found on analysis to be more than usually contaminated at
the present time. On the other hand, so far as the plague
scourge is concerned, it is satisfactory to learn that the out-
.break this year proves to be very limited in extent. We have
arrived at what is usually the period for the height of the
plague mortality, but the returns for the last two weeks show
that the numbers of deaths daily do not amount to even half
of what they were at this time last year.

Nem Standard Planfor Barqaoks.
The new barracks for British infantry which have recently

been built by the Military Works Services at Jubbulpur,
Ahmednagar, and Quetta are a great improvement on the
old form and will serve as a model for all future buildings
of this character in this country. In the past the general
practice was to build barracks in the form of a cross, in the
two ends of which were the dormitories with the dining-
rooms, &c., across the centre. Under this arrangement the
cook-house was placed at some considerable distance from
the dining-rooms, so that not only did the food arrive cold but
the kitchen itself was not under proper supervision. Under
the new system of building four dormitory blocks are

placed at the corners of a parallelogram, each dormitory
accommodating a half company. In the middle of the

parallelogram there stands a long building, in the centre of
which are placed the two kitchens and at each end are the
dining-rooms, each of which accommodates one company.
The dinners are served through a hatch connecting the
dining-rooms with the kitchens and arrive hot, while the
kitchens themselves can be looked after in a most satis-

factory manner. The kitchens will be equipped with
Warren’s cookers in place of the old smoky chulas," while
the dining-rooms will be provided with fly-proof doors and
windows.

To2tr of an American llccoa of Science.
Dr. G., A. Dorsery, American ethnologist, curator of the

anthropological section of the Field Columbian Museum,
Chicago, is visiting Darjeeling, Assam, Chota Nagpur,
Madras, and Ootacamund to see various hill tribes. He
,thence journeys through South India, crosses to Colombo in
Ceylon, and will subsequently proceed to Sumatra, Java,
Celebes, and Borneo. When his work there is completed he
expects to make a long stay in the Philippines where three
,of his assistants are working. He will then return to
America.

TVild Animals in the Central Provinces.

In the Central Provinces human mortality caused by wild
animals has decreased. Tigers, however, claimed more than
a fair percentage of the mortality. In Chanda there were
’21 such fatalities. There are said to be three man-eaters in
Baihar Tahsil. A case is reported where a Gond was mauled
by a tiger and rescued by a band of villagers and then
snatched away from the rescuing party on its way home.
The destruction of a man-eater panther in the Panabaras
Zamindari brought about a decrease in deaths in the vicinity.
Snakes killed 996 persons, which is reported as being the
lowest figure returned in any one of the last seven years.
Experiments are still proceeding with the Lauder Brunton
treatment of snake-bite by incision and application of per-
manganate of potassium. There is an increase of about 1000
in cattle mortality, tigers being credited with most of the
kills, with panthers a good second, and then wolves. The
reward for the slaying of panthers has now been increased
’to Rs. 25.
May 21st.

AUSTRALIA.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

’ 

Royal Prince Alfred Hospital.
THE twenty-fifth annual meeting of the governors of the

Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, Sydney, was held on April
27th, His Excellency Sir Harry Rawson, the State Governor,
presiding. Professor Anderson Stuart, the chairman of the
hospital board, read the annual report. The number of in-

patients treated was 4553 and the number of operations was
5 per cent. higher than the previous year. The new department
for therapeutic inoculation was hardly in full swing but
promised good results as an adjunct in the treatment of
disease. An important amendment of the by-laws permits
senior members of the staff to serve 18 years instead of 12 as
formerly, and every member of the medical staff must retire
at 60 instead of 65. He claimed that no more complete
operating facilities existed in any part of the world than
those provided by the new theatres at the hospital.

Hospital S’at2crday.
The annual collection in aid of the Sydney hospitals was

taken on May 2nd and the streets were invaded by lady
collectors who held up " every passer by. The effort was
remarkably successful, a sum of J;.6380 being realised. Over
10,000 more coins were received than on the last occasion ;
they consisted of 13 sovereigns, 46 half-sovereigns, 347 half-
crowns, 230 florins, 1286 shillings, 7687 sixpences, 4209
threepenny-pieces, 58,983 pence, and 37,512 halfpence.
Altogether four and a half tons of copper coins were
collected.

Melbozcrne 111i1k-szly.
The present season is the driest that Victoria has expe-

rienced for many years and pasturage is very deficient, with
the result that starving stock are being deported to New
South Wales. The Argus has recently raised the question
that the visible supply of milk is insufficient in the metro-
politan area and that extensive adulteration must exist in
order to make up the shortage. Leading dairymen, while
not prepared to admit that adulteration is practised to the
extent that the Argus figures indicate, agree that it would be
a good thing at the present time to encourage a much
stricter inspection so that offenders may be caught.
The estimate referred to was that the daily consumption
of milk in Melbourne was 5425 gallons more than would be
accounted for by the milk produced in, or forwarded to, the
city. Mr. Cameron, head of the dairy supervision branch of
the Agricultural Department, in a newspaper interview,
stated he thought it would be unreasonable to say that the
whole of an apparent shortage was made up by adulteration.
The price of milk had advanced from 4d. to 5d. per quart
and probably less milk would in these circumstances be
consumed. He further said, "I I feel satisfied that milk
cannot be obtained from sound healthy cows under whole-
some and sanitary conditions and be distributed by the

present expensive methods at a reasonable business profit
for a price of less than 4d. per quart in normal times." A

point emphasised by Mr. Cameron was the wasteful method
of distribution. ’’ A street containing 50 houses," he said,
"will under present conditions be visited by five or

possibly ten different milk carts, all of which are

practically doing the same work." " Medical men have
also taken the matter in hand, for a special meet-

ing of the Victorian branch of the British Medical
Association was held on May 2nd to consider the

milk-supply of Melbourne in relation to the prevention of
infantile mortality. Lady Talbot had been much interested
in the matter and at the request of the council the meeting
was attended by His Excellency Sir Reginald Talbot, the
State Governor, and Lady Talbot. The principal motion
was proposed by Dr. J. W. Barrett and was as follows :-
That this meeting approves of the establishment of a small milk-

supply for educational purposes.

The following scheme was suggested :-
(a) That milk shall be obtained from an approved dairy or dairies

specially inspected by the Agricultural Department and shall be rapidly
conveyed to the bacteriological laboratory of the university; (b) that
the milk be then pasteurised or refrigerated or otherwise treated by
approved methods; (c) that the milk so treated be distributed in


